Food bank finds its

Community dinner
offered at B&G Club
on Thanksgiving

BY MATTHEW NASH

S‘equzm Gazette

As the commumty readies for hohday
gatherings and meals, the need remains
steady at the Sequim Food Bank this
tirme of year, organizers said.

This Thanksgiving, staff and volun-
teers expect to deliver at least 900 turkey
dinners to individuals and families in the
Sequim area. '

“It’s'a hearty Thanksgiving meal with
a lotof little extras,” said Andra Smith,
executive director of the Sequim Food
Bank.

- The food bank, 144 W. Alder St., holds

~ing from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Friday, Nov. 18,
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To receive a meal; visitors must pro-
vide proof of residence stich as a driver’s
license or a piece of mail in the Sequim
Sehool District boundaries. .

People of all economic levels visit the
food-hanlk this time of year, said Stephen
Rosales; food bank board president, and

‘many of them tend to be first-timers; too.

“Thanksgiving c¢an be expensive;”
Smith said, “We estimate it’s abotit $45
a'box. It's not just the meal either. It’s

vervthmg that comes along with the
holidays.” :

Rosales said, “No one in Sequim-has
to go without one either.”

The need for Thanksdiving meals grew

so high'two years ago he went back and
purchased more turkeys-and fixings.:
. Meals come from local grocers, which
Rosales said, they try to buy from all of
them “because they do-so much for us
throughout the vear”

This year, the food bank’s staff and
volunteers are readying. for multiple

-events including providing some food for

the Sequim VEW Post 4760s Thanksgiv-

~ing mheal for veterans and Trinity United

Methodi: tChurm s annual free mea for
the community.

Community meai

Food barik organizersalso are parther-
ing with the Olympic Peninsula Healthy
Community Coalition to offer its first
Sequim Comimunity Thanksgiving Din-
ner for free. It runs 1-4'p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 24, in the Sequim Boys & Girls Club,
400 W, Fir St

Rosales and Smith said it’s something
they and other community partners like
Dr. Monica: Dixon have wanted to offer

= for a long time.

“It’s a meal for anyone,” Smith said.
“It’s about being able to share and not
be alone on Thanksgiving. It's another
way for' the community to be together.”

The club’s game room will be open
and there will be foothall games on big
screens, too,

The event is free but par ttclpants are
asked to RSVP by Nov. 19 by calling

36 0-797-0212. Free rides are offered by

calling the number.

For more information on the Olvmplc
Peninsula Healthy Community Coali-
tion, visit www.healthyOPorg.

Contact the Sequim Food Bank, 144

W, Alder St., at 683-1205 or 461-6038.






